
 
 

 

CESifo Working Paper Submission – Frequently Asked 
Questions (FAQ) 

Who can submit a paper to the CESifo Working Paper Series? 
Only members of the CESifo Research Network are eligible to submit papers. Non-members are not eligible 
to submit directly, but may present their paper at CESifo conferences and subsequently become eligible for 
submission. The latest CESifo calls for papers are available at: https://www.ifo.de/en/cesifo/calls-papers. 

Information on how to become a member of the CESifo Research Network can be found at: 
https://www.ifo.de/en/cesifo/how-become-cesifo-research-network-member. 

How do I submit a working paper to CESifo? 
Submissions must be made through the CESifo online submission portal:  

https://www.ifo.de/en/form/working-paper-upload-preselect 

Ensure your paper adheres to the formatting requirements outlined in the CESifo Working Paper Instructions 
before uploading. 

What formatting should my paper follow? 
Please follow the formatting guidelines below when preparing your working paper for submission to the 
CESifo Working Paper Series. Adhering to these instructions ensures consistency and readability across all 
published papers.  

Link: CESifo Working Paper Instructions 

Do I need to submit a barrier-free (accessible) PDF? 
While not mandatory, authors are strongly encouraged to submit a barrier-free (accessible) PDF to ensure 
that their research is usable by all readers, including those using screen readers or other assistive 
technologies. Authors can enhance accessibility by using structured text, providing alternative descriptions 
for visual elements, and ensuring the document is machine-readable rather than scanned or image based. 
Preparing your working paper in an accessible format contributes to more inclusive research dissemination 
and is increasingly encouraged by academic platforms and repositories. 

Is there a submission deadline? 
There is no submission deadline - papers are accepted on a rolling basis throughout the year. However, if the 
paper was presented at a CESifo conference, it should be submitted to the CESifo Working Paper Series 
within 12 months after the conference. 



 
 

 

Does CESifo offer editorial assistance? 
No, CESifo does not offer editorial assistance. Authors are responsible for ensuring that the submitted paper 
is clear, grammatically correct, and well-structured. Papers that do not meet basic editorial standards may be 
returned without review. 

Do I need to include author affiliations and contact details? 
Yes. All authors must have their institutional affiliations and email addresses listed as footnotes on the title 
page of the manuscript. 

Example: 1 ifo Institute – Leibniz Institute for Economic Research, Munich, Germany. Email: example@ifo.de.  

Are there publication fees or charges? 
No, CESifo does not charge submission or publication fees for accepted working papers. 

What happens after I submit a paper? 
Each paper is subject to a brief internal review by CESifo. If accepted, the paper will be published in the CESifo 
Working Paper Series and distributed through platforms such as SSRN, RePEc and EconStor. Accepted 
papers are usually processed and published within 1–2 weeks of submission, depending on the volume of 
submissions. Formatting issues or missing information may delay publication. 

Will my paper receive a working paper number? 
Yes. Each accepted paper is assigned a unique CESifo Working Paper number, which serves as a persistent 
identifier and is disseminated through platforms such as SSRN, RePEc, and EconStor. 

Will my paper receive a DOI? 
Yes. All CESifo Working Papers receive a Digital Object Identifier (DOI) upon publication. Currently, DOIs for 
CESifo Working Papers are assigned by SSRN. Once your paper is accepted and published, it will be 
automatically uploaded to SSRN, where a DOI is generated. You can find the DOI by visiting the landing page 
of your working paper on SSRN – it is displayed alongside the paper title and metadata. 

Can I submit a revised version later? 
Yes. Authors may submit updated versions of their working paper. To submit an updated version, authors 
should upload the new manuscript via the submission form and indicate in the provided checkbox that the file 
is a revision of a previously submitted paper, referencing the original working paper number. Revised papers 
will replace the earlier version on the server and receive a new cover page with a note stating that the paper 
is a revision/update of a previous publication. The previous version will no longer be accessible. 

Please ensure that the updated version fully complies with the formatting guidelines, and that any changes – 
whether in content, co-authorship, or metadata – are complete and final at the time of resubmission. 



 
 

 

I have discovered some minor errors. Can I submit a corrected version? 
Minor updates cannot be implemented on an ongoing basis. Even seemingly small corrections (e.g., fixing a 
typo, updating a figure caption, modifying keywords) require the complete removal of the existing version 
from the CESifo archive and external databases such as SSRN, RePEc, and EconStor. The paper must then 
be regenerated with a new cover page and metadata and fully re-uploaded across all distribution platforms. 
This is a time- and resource-intensive process, so we kindly ask authors to carefully evaluate whether their 
proposed changes constitute a substantive revision. If they do, we are happy to assist with the resubmission. 

Can I withdraw my paper from the series after submission? 
Yes, you may request withdrawal at any time. However, please note that once published, the paper is already 
indexed in external databases (e.g., SSRN, RePEc, and EconStor), and complete removal may not be 
immediate. A formal withdrawal request must be sent to the CESifo editorial team via email: 
workingpapers@cesifo.de. 

What if my withdrawn paper still appears on SSRN, RePEc, and EconStor? 
After CESifo processes the withdrawal, we notify the external distribution platforms. However, removal 
timelines vary, and CESifo does not have direct control over external repositories. If your withdrawn paper 
continues to appear on any third-party platform, you must contact those services directly to request removal 
or de-indexing. Include a clear reference to the CESifo Working Paper number in your message to help 
expedite the process. 

Can I submit a paper that has been published or accepted elsewhere? 
Yes, you may submit a paper that has been published or accepted elsewhere, provided the original publisher 
allows it. If the journal allows parallel dissemination, please indicate the publication status (e.g., forthcoming in 
Journal of Public Economics) clearly on the title page or in a footnote. 

It is the authorʼs responsibility to carefully check the journalʼs policy on working paper dissemination. In some 
cases – particularly in non-economics journals – publishers may require the removal of publicly available 
working paper versions prior to formal publication. If removal is required, authors must request withdrawal 
from the CESifo Working Paper Series in a timely manner. After CESifo processes the withdrawal, we notify 
external distribution platforms (e.g., RePEc, SSRN, EconStor). However, CESifo is not responsible for the 
removal of withdrawn papers from third-party platforms, nor does it have any control over how quickly or 
completely external repositories carry out such removals. If the withdrawn paper remains visible on any 
external site, it is the authorʼs responsibility to contact those services directly to request removal. 

Can CESifo working papers be submitted to journals later? 
Yes, publishing a paper in the CESifo Working Paper Series does not preclude submission to academic 
journals. In fact, many papers published in the series are later accepted by leading journals. 

  



 
 

 

Where are CESifo working papers indexed and distributed? 
Accepted working papers are disseminated via: the CESifo Working Paper Series, SSRN, RePEc, and 
EconStor. In addition, papers may also appear on third-party indexing platforms such as Google Scholar or 
academic search engines, which harvest content from open repositories. While CESifo facilitates distribution 
to core platforms, visibility on third-party services depends on their indexing practices. 

Can I track downloads or citations of my CESifo working paper? 
CESifo working papers are distributed via SSRN, RePEc, ,and EconStor, all of which provide basic metrics 
such as downloads and abstract views.  

 


